Mirdidingkingathi Juwarnda Sally Gabori

Born ¢.1924, Bentinck Island, Queensland, Australia. Died 2015.

BIOGRAPHY

Sally Gabori was born circa 1924 on the south side of Bentinck Island in the Gulf of Carpentaria’s South Wellesley archipelago
at a place called Mirdidingki. Her totem animal was juwarnda (dolphin). Gabori and the other Kaiadilt people of Bentinck
Island were forcibly removed by missionaries to Mornington Island in 1948, which catalysed decades of immense social and
geographic dislocation. It was during this period that Kayardild was hardly ever spoken and traditional culture was virtually
abandoned. Gabori returned to Bentinck Island in the 1990s when a small outstation was built in the southeast at Nyinyilki,
and even then, it was not to stay but to visit. When she began painting at Mornington Island Arts, Gabori had spent half her
life separated from her Country, witnessing the dampening of her culture and language.

Gabori’s personal life informs a biographical reading of her collected works, as they were not only vigorous and fervently
produced but also stylistically idiosyncratic, as are paintings by other Kaiadilt women artists practicing in the same era. Before
Gabori and other Kaiadilt women began painting their lands, stories and identities in acrylic, a visual tradition for Kaiadilt
culture was, as Nicholas Evans and Penelope Johnson wrote in 2013, somewhat unprecedented, existing mostly in transient
forms such as body painting. The mature visual language Gabori developed over her nine year career, in this case, embodied her
individuated way of seeing and comprehending her world.

Gabori’s work is held in a number of significant public institutions in Australia and internationally, including by the Museum
of Contemporary Art, Sydney, New South Wales, Australia and the Musée du Quai Branly, Paris, France. Gabori’s career was
celebrated with a major retrospective of her at the Fondation Cartier, Paris, France in 2022.
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